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Some snow 
High in the mid 30s. 

Low in the upper 

20s.

LOTTERY
Friday’s Daily 3

4-6-4

Friday’s Gopher 5
14-16-25-28-44

Wednesday’s Powerball
19-25-43-46-48 and 14

Wednesday’s Lotto America
12-20-32-39-49 and 10

Friday’s Northstar Cash
1-17-20-24-28

Friday’s Mega Millions
30-32-42-46-48 and 15

COMING 
SUNDAY

TODAY’S 
OBITUARIES

• Bonnie (Bernita) Doering 
Gallagher

• Lynne Eileen Goodburn

• Mari Kay Hasher

Evictions in court
While the pandemic sent 

out-of-work renters looking 
for help to pay their bills, 
cases get complicated when 
they end up in court and the 
state’s rent help program is 
involved.

Read the story in Sun-
day’s Free Press.

Activate your Free Press digital account at 
www.mankatofreepress.com/subscriptions/ 
Digital access is free to anyone with home 
delivery.
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A countdown to 
catastrophe

The Astroworld festival 
turned fatal as soon as the 
headliners took the stage.

Read the story at 
mankatofreepress.com.

MORE 
ONLINE

By Tim Krohn
tkrohn@mankatofreepress.com

W
hen kids return to Kiwanis 
Camp Patterson on Lake 
Washington next year 

they’ll find a bigger dining hall that 
will be air conditioned and insu-
lated, as well as other renovations 
at the camp.

The dining upgrade follows a 
series of other improvements at 
the camp, which has operated since 
1927.

Between 2019 and this year a 
total $585,000 has been raised for 
improvements to Camp Patterson. 
Contributors include Mankato 
Kiwanis Members, area foundations 
and community members.

“Things really came together for 
us this fall. People really stepped 
up with donations,” said Shannon 
Gullickson, president of Camp Pat-
terson Inc.

On Friday, a groundbreaking 
event was led by the Greater 
Mankato Growth Ambassadors and 
Cavaliers and representatives from 
the camp’s two largest users — the 
Mankato YMCA and Celebrate Me 

Week — as well as some of the 
youth campers who will benefit 
from the project.

Gullickson said upgrading and ex-
panding the dining hall — and mak-
ing it cooler — was on top of the 
list of organizations that run camps 
each year at Camp Patterson.

“With the kitchen, it was almost 
hotter inside than outside,” she said 
of the dining hall.

Charlotte Weckwerth, 11, has 
attended several camps. “It’s hot in 
there,” she said of the dining hall.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Steve 
Bannon, a longtime ally to 
former President Donald 
Trump, was indicted Friday 
on two counts of contempt 
of Congress after he defied 
a congressional subpoena 
from the House committee 
investigating the insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol.

The Justice Department 
said Bannon, 67, was indict-
ed on one count for refusing 
to appear for a deposition 
and the other for refusing 
to provide documents in 
response to the committee’s 
subpoena. It wasn’t imme-
diately clear when he would 
be due in court.

The indictment comes as 
a second witness, former 
White House Chief of Staff 
Mark Meadows, defied 
a similar subpoena from 
the committee on Friday. 
The chairman of the panel, 
Mississippi Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, said he will be 
recommending contempt 
charges against Meadows 
next week.

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland said Bannon’s in-
dictment reflects the Justice 
Department’s “steadfast 
commitment” to ensuring 
that the department adheres 
to the rule of law. Each 
count carries a minimum of 
30 days of jail and a sen-
tence of up to a year behind 
bars.

Bannon’s attorney did not 
immediately respond to a 
message seeking comment.

This is not the first time 
Bannon has faced legal 
peril. In August of last 
year, he was pulled from a 

Trump 
ally 
Bannon 
indicted
Defied subpoena 
from committee

The Free Press

MANKATO — South-central 
Minnesota’s COVID-19 death toll 
rose to 345 Friday and the number 
of known regional cases since the 
start of the pandemic has sur-
passed 36,000.

A Brown County resident in their 
80s and a Watonwan County resi-
dent in their 90s were among 28 
deaths attributed to the coronavi-
rus reported Friday by the Minne-

sota Department of Health.
There were eight deaths across 

the nine-county Free Press cover-
age area this week and 24 so far in 
November.

The number of cases reported 
regionally this week was just shy 
of 1,000. That’s down from last 
week, when a state release of 
previously unreported re-infections 
skewed the weekly count. If those 

Deaths in Brown, Watonwan counties blamed on virus
Weekly cases highest since early October

UPGRADES
Camp Patterson improving dining hall

Latest renovation at popular Lake Washington complex 

Photos by Pat Christman

YMCA camp director Dustin Slaughter explains to campers how the dining hall will be improved at Kiwanis Camp Patterson during a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the new improvements Friday in the dining hall. An expanded and renovated dining hall should greet 
campers next summer. At left is Charlotte Weckwerth, 11, who’s attended a few camps.

New COVID-19 cases by week in south-central Minnesota
Counties

Faribault

Blue Earth

Le Sueur

Brown

Martin 

Nicollet

Sibley

Waseca

Watonwan

Region total 

10/30-11/5*

42

235

73

112

104

120

60

55

51

852

10/23-10/29

50

196

75

86

86

99

62

64

29

747

10/16-10/22

58

163

73

124

95

106

61

45

20

745

11/6-11/12

60

343

130

97

73

146

49

65

34

997

Total*

2,327

10,279

3,979

4,323

3,393

4,588

2,147

3,411

1,787

36,234
Source: Minnesota Department of Health
*Weekly figure lowered to exclude reinfections over course of pandemic . Total figure includes reinfections.

Camp Patterson Inc. president Shannon Gullickson and campers from the YMCA join others 
in throwing dirt during a groundbreaking Friday.

Please see VIRUS, Page A2

Please see CAMP, Page A2
Please see BANNON, Page A2
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re-infections are excluded, 
the weekly case count is 
the highest it’s been since 
early October.

Blue Earth County had 
the largest number of new 
cases over the last week 
— 343. Le Sueur County 
saw the biggest percentage 
increase with 130 more 
cases.

Mankato Area Public 
Schools reported 86 new 
cases among its stu-
dents and staff between 
Nov. 5-11. That’s more 
than double the number 
reported each of the last 
two weeks and the highest 
number since the start of 
the school year.

There were 57 new cases 
in district early childhood 
programs and elementary 
schools, 14 cases at the 
middle schools and 15 at 
the high schools.

The district has now had 
360 cases since the start 
of the school year. The 
number includes students 
and staff who reported an 
infection by any source, not 
necessarily at school.

The district hosted a 
vaccination clinic for 5- to 
11-year-olds Friday and all 
slots were filled.

St. Peter Public Schools 
reported 16 cases among 
students and four among 
staff as of Thursday. That’s 
up from 13 total cases the 
prior week.

Nine of the new cases 
are at North Elementary 
School, six at the middle 
school, four at South El-
ementary School and one at 
the high school.

There are 69 St. Peter 
students and two staff 
members on quarantine.

Cases reported by the 
state on Friday totaled 179 
for the region. Friday cases 
by county were:

• Blue Earth County — 
65

• Nicollet County — 25
• Le Sueur County — 22
• Waseca County — 20
• Martin County — 14
• Sibley County — 10
• Faribault County — 8
• Watonwan County — 8
• Brown County — 7

VIRUS: 86 cases at Mankato public schools
Continued from Page A1

“I like archery and the 
arts and crafts,” she said of 
the camps she’s been to.

Dustin Slaughter, camp 
director for the YMCA, 
said the upgrades are wel-
comed by staff and kids.

“The air conditioning 
will be great. We didn’t 
have any area for kids to 
go to get out of the heat 
other than in the lake. 
And people were crammed 
elbow-to-elbow in the din-
ing hall.”

Goodrich Construction 
was hired and is begin-
ning renovations, with the 
goal of having the project 
complete by mid-May.

“Goodrich has been a 
friend of the camp and 
done a lot of work out 
there in-kind over the 
years,” Gullickson said.

Ron Goodrich said he 
first experienced the camp 

when he was about 5. “I 
was truly blessed to be able 
to be out here as a kid and 
I’m glad to be able to help 
out as an adult.”

In the absence of campers 
due to COVID-19 in 2020, 
$140,000 was invested into 
other camp improvements, 
along with a significant 
amount of volunteer labor.

“Last year 10 cabins 
that sleep 10 each were all 
painted and the windows 
upgraded. The insides were 
all power-washed and paint-
ed so they’re all brighter 
and fresh. And landscaping 
was done,” Gullickson said.

This year the recreation 
hall — the oldest build-
ing on the site — has also 
been under renovation. 
Boats and other gear are 
stored under the rec hall 
and the top floor is used for 
activities and sometimes 
sleeping quarters.

The hall is getting insula-

tion and air conditioners, 
as well as getting new win-
dows donated by Lindsay 
Windows.

Improvements to the 
dining hall include an 
840-square-foot expansion, 
air conditioning, new floor-
ing, new roofing, audio vi-
sual equipment, an outdoor 
deck, and shaded activity 
space under the addition.

Gullickson said recent 
fundraising efforts have 
made a lot more people 
aware of the camp. “It’s al-
ways been kind of a hidden 
gem out there. Now more 
businesses are stepping up 
with donations, so our dol-
lars stretch farther.”

Nestled on the east shore 
of Lake Washington, the 
camp hosts more than 
2,600 children during 
the three-month camping 
season. The camp has 165 
beds spread among 14 
cabins.

Youth camps such as Cel-
ebrate Me Week, Camp Shi-
loh, Mankato YMCA, Camp 
OZ and several others rent 

Kiwanis Camp Patterson’s 
facilities and provide their 
own staff, programming 
and meals.

CAMP: Several organizations use Camp Patterson for summer camps
Continued from Page A1

luxury yacht and arrested 
on allegations that he and 
three associates ripped 
off donors trying to fund 
a southern border wall. 
Trump later pardoned Ban-
non in the final hours of his 
presidency.

Meadows had been in 
discussions with the com-
mittee since his subpoena 
was issued in Septem-
ber, but his lawyer said 
Friday that Meadows has a 
“sharp legal dispute” with 
the panel as Trump has 
claimed executive privilege 
over the testimony.

Thompson had threat-
ened contempt charges 
against Meadows in a 
letter to the lawyer, George 
Terwilliger, on Thursday, 
saying that if he failed to 
appear to answer the com-
mittee’s questions Friday it 
would be considered “will-

ful non-compliance.” The 
committee would first have 
to vote on the contempt 
recommendation, then 
the full House would vote 
to send it to the Justice 
Department.

Meadows’ refusal to 
comply comes amid escalat-
ing legal battles between 
the committee and Trump 
as the former president 
has claimed privilege over 
documents and interviews 
the lawmakers are demand-
ing.

The White House said 
in a letter Thursday that 
President Joe Biden would 
waive any privilege that 
would prevent Meadows 
from cooperating with the 
committee, prompting his 
lawyer to say Meadows 
wouldn’t comply.

“Legal disputes are 
appropriately resolved by 
courts,” said the lawyer, 
George Terwilliger. “It 

would be irresponsible for 
Mr. Meadows to prema-
turely resolve that dispute 
by voluntarily waiving 
privileges that are at the 
heart of those legal issues.”

As the sitting president, 
Biden has so far waived 
most of Trump’s assertions 

of privilege over docu-
ments. U.S. District Judge 
Tanya Chutkan has backed 
Biden’s position, noting in 
one ruling this week that 
“Presidents are not kings, 
and Plaintiff is not Presi-
dent.”

The panel’s proceedings 

and attempts to gather 
information have been 
delayed as Trump appealed 
Chutkan’s rulings. On 
Thursday, a federal appeals 
court temporarily blocked 
the release of some of the 
White House records the 
panel is seeking, giving 
that court time to consider 
Trump’s arguments.

Still, the House panel is 
continuing its work, and 
lawmakers have already 
interviewed more than 150 
witnesses so far as they 
attempt to build the most 
comprehensive record yet 
of how a violent mob of 
Trump’s supporters broke 
into the Capitol and tempo-
rarily halted the certifica-
tion of Biden’s victory.

The committee has 
subpoenaed almost three 
dozen people, includ-
ing former White House 
staffers, Trump allies who 
strategized about how to 

BANNON: Meadows also refuses to talk to House committee
Continued from Page A1

The Associated Presss

Former White House strategist Steve Bannon, a longtime ally to former 
President Donald Trump, was indicted Friday, on two counts of contempt 
of Congress.

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Brit-
ney Spears is free. A Los 
Angeles judge on Friday 
ended the conservatorship 
that has controlled the pop 
singer’s life and money for 
nearly 14 years.

The decision capped a 
stunning odyssey that saw 
Spears publicly demand 
the end of the conservator-
ship, hire her own attorney, 
have her father removed 
from power and finally win 
the freedom to make her 
own medical, financial and 
personal decisions for the 
first time since 2008.

“As of today, the con-
servatorship of the person 
and estate of Britney Jean 
Spears is hereby termi-
nated,” Judge Brenda Penny 
said.

Jubilation erupted 

outside the courthouse, 
with fans cheering and 
shouting after the decision 
was announced. The crowd 
chanted “Britney! Britney! 
Britney!” and fans sang 
and danced to Spears’ song 
“Stronger.”

Spears promptly tweeted 
about the decision: “Good 
God I love my fans so 
much it’s crazy!!! I think 
I’m gonna cry the rest of 
the day!!!! Best day ever … 
praise the Lord … can I get 
an Amen???”

Spears’ attorney, Mathew 
Rosengart, told fans and 
reporters that the case 
“helped shine a light on 
conservatorships and 
guardianships from coast 
to coast, from California to 
New York. And that took 
a tremendous amount of 
insight, courage and grace.”

The judge’s move was 

widely expected, with little 
support left for prolong-
ing the legal arrangement. 
No new arguments were 
offered at the 30-minute 
hearing. 

Spears did not attend.
As recently as last 

spring, it appeared that 
the conservatorship could 
continue for years. Then it 
unraveled with surprising 
speed.

Key to the unraveling 
was a speech Spears made 
at a hearing in June when 
she passionately described 
the restrictions and scru-
tiny as “abusive” and said 
“I just want my life back,” 
a line her lawyer repeated 
in court Friday. Spears 
demanded that the conser-
vatorship end without any 
prying evaluation of her 
mental state.

Legal experts at the time 
said that was unlikely to 
happen, and would repre-
sent a departure from com-
mon court practice.

But the judge said at 
Wednesday’s hearing that 
California law did not 
require her to order further 
evaluation of Spears if no 
one requested it.

The judge allowed Spears 
to hire Rosengart, an attor-
ney of her choice, in July. 
He made it his goal first to 
have James Spears removed 
from his role as conservator 

of his daughter’s finances 
before working to end the 
conservatorship altogether. 
The judge suspended James 
Spears at a September 
hearing, citing the “toxic 
environment” his presence 
created.

But more courtroom 
battles could lie ahead.

Rosengart has further 
vowed to pursue an inves-

tigation of James Spears’ 
role. He said he and his 
team have found misman-
agement of Britney Spears’ 
finances, suggesting she 
could pursue further legal 
action. Court records put 
her net worth at about $60 
million.

He also said law enforce-
ment should investigate 
revelations in a New York 
Times documentary about 
a listening device placed in 
her bedroom.

James Spears’ attorneys 
said Rosengart’s allegations 
ranged from unsubstanti-
ated to impossible, and that 
he only ever acted in his 
daughter’s best interest.

The post-conservatorship 
fight has in some ways al-
ready begun. James Spears 
has parted ways with the 
attorneys who helped him 
operate it, and he has hired 
Alex Weingarten, a lawyer 
specializing in the kind 
of litigation that may be 
coming.

Judge dissolves Spears conservatorship
Pop star’s life, finances had been 
controlled for almost 14 years 

The Associated Press

Britney Spears fans celebrate Friday outside the courthouse after the 
judge ended the singer’s conservatorship.


